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‘ads to off-hours.

The issue has proven thomy, pit-
ting the candidates’ right to.reason-
gble airwaves access and freedom
from censorship against broad-
casters’ concems about indecent
or offensive material.

The proceeding was spawned by
2 spate of graphic anti-abortion T\
sSpots aired during the recent cam-
paign by a nandiui of conservaiive
congressional candidates.

Channeling Ads

in August, the Commission staff
ruted broadcasters must air politica
spots In their reguested siots re-
gardiess of conteni. But four gays
beiore the electior., the agency re-
versed itseff ancd said licensees
may mit & political ad 1o the &pm-
oam “safe harbor' if they “reasona-
biy anc ir good faith” believe the
spot is indecen:. The Commission
iIssued its calt for public comments
on the same day that decision was
reieased.

That ruling was prompted by &
Georgia congressiona candidate's
compiain’ after WAGA-TV/Atiante

‘regula-

ca&adsénd lndeceney— the FGC is
| "‘have the: nght to channel "mdecent" or “oﬁenswe" pol'rhcal

refused ;t'o air tns 30-minute  anti-
‘Bbortion .spot. The program fea-
“tured scenes of aborted fetuses
-and women: undergoing abortions.

-Among ‘the “topics the agency
wants addressed are the extent to
which broadcasters should be a-
lowed to channei political ads into
off nours and whether they shouic
be aliowec to do the same with
non-indecent matenal ceemes pe-
tentialiy harmfu! to chitdren. {An ex-
ample of harmful materiai might in-
clude graphic footage of an execu-
tior in 2 candidate’s ant-capitg
punishment spot.)

‘Return To Balance’

Irv Gastfreund, representing a
group of broaccasters seeiing the
right tc¢ channe! indecen: ads.
hopes the proceeding wili result
increasec discretion tor oroac-
casters.

“Candioates have a righ: to get
ontheir soapbox,” said Gastireunc.
“But they don't have a right to seize
proadcasters’ tfacilines. There has
to be & retum to balance.”




November 13, 1992

Commissioners

FCC

1919 M. St. N.W.
Washington DC 20054

Commissioners:

As a Broadcaster and a private citizen | would like to comment on the
recent ruling by the FCC on an abortion announcement.

I am ashamed that people in power would not feel that this announcement
was worthy of broadcasting. After all, Abortion is Murder and | feel the
people of America should see in GRAPHIC COLOR what the abortion clinics
and women are guilty of.

You let the MOST GRAPHIC SEX AND MURDER SHOWS run on TV in the
middie of the day, when small children are home. NO WONDER THE MORALS
OF THIS COUNTRY ARE GOING DOWN THE TUBES. How can you justify all of
the garbage you allow without blinking an eye and then not show
something that should be shown. Do you know what indecency is. It sure
does not seem that you do. Abortion is Murder. Are your morals gone as
well.

| am a mother of 3 beautiful adopted children and grandmother of 5, and |
am ashamed of you all.

Sincerely,

Barbara Gretsch
Box 358
Albany, Minnesota 56307
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